Effective Spring 2027 - Curriculum change for the Master’s Program in Survey and Data Science:
-SURV 721 Total Survey Error II will no longer be a 2-credit requirement in the final year of the master’s program in Survey and Data Science.
-This course will now be a 3-credit elective effective Spring 2027. 
-The course will require an override (with instructor’s permission)
-This change will affect the Fall 2026 incoming MS students.

COURSE NAME: Conducting and Reporting Methodological Research in Survey and Data Science (SURV / SURVMETH 721)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This 3-credit elective course, which is 1) offered in the winter/spring term, 2) targeted at second-year MS students in PSDS and JPSM who are interested in careers that will frequently involve academic writing, and 3) strongly encouraged for all PhD students at the candidacy stage, will walk students through the entire process of developing and conducting an original research study in survey and data science and writing an original paper that presents the results of that study. Students will be able to 1) develop their own idea(s) for novel methodological research, 2) design their own secondary analysis or empirical simulation study, and then 3) work with the faculty instructor on all facets of developing an academic paper describing the results of that study, including literature review / motivation, methodological approach, results, and broader implications. Papers produced in this class are frequently submitted to journals for peer review, student paper competitions, or academic conferences.

